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Welcome, inclusion, and acceptance are 
primary values at Redeemer

A community centered around 
baptism and the Eucharist, with 
belief in God’s love for all. 
We are a community centered  around 
the Eucharist and Baptism. We take 
the Baptismal Covenant seriously and 
literally.   However, we describe 
ourselves as reverent without being 
pious, and are both relaxed and 
serious.   We are an accepting and 
welcoming congregation. Members, 
visitors and the community will all find 

acceptance of who they are.  We 
believe profoundly that God's love 
extends to all people, in their entirety 
and wholeness. 

We have a lively interest in exploring 
spiritual topics, and adult education 
discussions are often at a high 
intellectual level. We don't always 
agree with each other, but we do live 
together as parts of the Body of 
Christ. 

The congregation is a stable, aging 
community with about 120 active 
members. Many of the families who 
raised children in the church remain in 
the parish, however most of their 
children have moved away or are no 
longer active members. There are 
some young families, a small church 
school, and currently no youth group. 

The Church of the Redeemer 
—AN OVERVIEW AND INTRODUCTION.

Do you believe in God the Father?  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
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Scenes from the Church Year: 
Pentecost and the Great Vigil.
Below, the offertory table.

An Anglo-Catholic tradition
Our liturgy is deeply rooted in our 
Anglican heritage, and we have an 
Anglo-Catholic style of worship 
service.   Our church life follows the 
seasons of the liturgical church year– 
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 
Easter/Pascha, and the season after 
Pentecost.  The congregational hymns  
are from the 1982 Hymnal and its 
supplement:  Wonder, Love and 
Praise.

We have two Sunday services: the 
10:30 a.m. service is a choral 
Eucharist and uses Rite II.  Depending 

on the feast day, this may include 
incense, bells and other “high church” 
traditions. 

Every Sunday morning, as 
representative of our commitment to 
baptism, the priest prays over holy 
water and begins the service by 
sprinkling the parishioners.  A 
unique part of our 10:30 Eucharist is  
our offertory procession,  where 
those parishioners who are 
physically able walk to the offertory 
table, place their offering in the 
basket,  and then take a host and 
place it in the paten.  Each member 

then pours a little wine into the cruet. 
This offertory procession is a way to 
act out our offering of ourselves. It 
illustrates tying together all of our 
offerings, and physically acts out what 
is already present in the liturgy. The 

Worship at Redeemer

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers?
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act of placing the host and pouring the 
wine provides an opportunity to offer 
self-consciously our lives to God.

The earlier service (8:00 a.m.) uses 
Rite I, and does not offer music or the 
offertory procession.

After each service there is fellowship.  
A few of the  “8-o’clockers” gather 
after the service and have coffee and 
treats, usually for a half hour before 
adult education, which starts at 
approximately 9:30 a.m.  After the 
10:30 service there is a more formal 
coffee hour. Members of the 
congregation take turns serving coffee 
and treats and then cleaning up. 

While most Sundays offer two 
services, on major feasts the entire 
community comes together for one 
festival Eucharist.  Throughout the 

church year, average Sunday 
attendance (both services) is around 
100 people. 

Weekday Services
We currently offer the Eucharist on 
Wednesday evening and on Friday 
morning. Prior to the Wednesday 
evening service, there is an informal 
“bring your own dinner” fellowship.  

On Saturday evenings, we have the 
Evening Prayer and the Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament – a quiet, 
contemplative service of silence and 
meditation.

We offer Morning Prayer on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday, 
however attendance has been very 
low, with some services only having 
1-2 people. 

Community Feasts and Meals
The biggest feast each year is the 
Agape supper after the Great Vigil.  
About three years ago the Church 
School parents revived Shrove 
Tuesday which was great fun, and in 
2013 we teamed up with our friends 
from the Iglesia Episcopal de la 
Resurrección, a Mission in Mount 
Vernon with which we have done 
outreach, for Twelfth Night.  The 
people that participated enjoyed it and 
would like to see more support for a 
Twelfth Night feast in the future.  We 
have a special parish festival which is 
celebrated in September at the Feast 
of the Holy Cross.  This usually 
includes an all-parish dinner and is a 
way to refocus the community on the 
up-coming church year after 
parishioners return from summer 
vacations.

We have special liturgies for all of 
the following occasions:
Advent
Christmas
Epiphany
Ash Wednesday
Lent
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
The Great Vigil
Easter Morning
Pentecost
Corpus Christi
Assumption of Mary
Holy Cross
Michaelmas
All Saints
All Souls
Christ the King
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Adult Education
During the program year (October-
June), there is usually an adult 
education hour between the two 
services at 9:30.  Participation 
varies, and the format has been 
eclectic. In recent years the rector 
has added “book club” type 
discussions, where the priest 
assigns a book and people discuss 
in class.  Other topics have 
included teaching contemplative 
prayer traditions,  exploration of the 
course of a spiritual life and small 
group discussions.  Some sessions  
feel like a theology class, some like 
talking with your friends about a 
book you have read, while others 
can go to places where people 
expose very personal experiences 
to each other.

 
Children’s Education
There are about six elementary 
aged children who participate in 
Church School.  Church School 
uses the “Weaving God’s 

Promises” curriculum, and about 
12 adults take turns organizing and 
teaching classes.  The children join 
the congregation for the Eucharist 
each Sunday.  One of the key 
challenges in the next several years  
is that four of the six regular 
participants are approaching 
“youth group” age and we have no 
appealing way to keep them 
engaged in the life of the 
community. We want to fulfill our 
baptismal covenant to support their 
parents in the children’s ongoing 
faith formation.  

There is an even smaller group of 
preschoolers who do not attend 
any kind of regular program, but 
are a few years away from Church 
School age.   

Education
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A Participatory Parish
Like many other congregations the laity 
participates in our sacramental life in 
various ways.  About two-thirds of the 
members of the congregation 
participate in one or more of the 
following teams that support the liturgy: 
lectors, acolytes, sacristans, flowers, 
liturgical arts, choir members, memorial 
garden caretakers, ushers and greeters.

The observation of the liturgical year is 
woven throughout the music, art and 
flower arrangements each week.   The 
arrangements try to use flowers or 
plants that are traditionally associated 
with a saint or a feast. The altar art and 
the music change seasonally, and the 
music director sets consistent service 
music for a liturgical season so that 
members of the congregation learn it 
and feel comfortable joining in.

Sacramental Life
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Music and Art

An Important Part of Our 
Community
Music is a very important aspect of 
our life together. Our music director 
has a deep knowledge of church 
music and is well connected with local 
musical artists, who often visit. She 
brings us an eclectic assortment of 
styles, from plainsong, to Russian 
chant, to Anglican classics to modern 
music composed in the classical 
tradition- including her own 
compositions.  

The exceptional acoustics in the Nave 
work beautifully for services and 
concerts and have been used a 
number of times for professional 
recording sessions. There is special 
music for feast days, evening services, 
and concerts that often feature guest 
musicians, both from the parish and 
the professional music community. We 

like  voice, cello, trumpet, celtic harp, 
hammered dulcimer or flute rather 
than drums and electric guitars.

Instruments
The Bond pipe organ was built and 
delivered to Redeemer in the 1990’s, 
replacing part of an older pipe organ in 
poor repair. We are in the process of 
replacing the organ console  and the 
work has been contracted by the 
Vestry. More recently, the Fergueson 
family gave a Chickering grand 
piano to the congregation. A set of 
handbells and several smaller 
practice pianos round out the 
instruments maintained by the 
parish.

Choir
The choir meets on Wednesday 
evening to practice, and again on 
Sunday morning to warm up. There 

are about a dozen regular choir 
members, and the choir director will 
add soloists on major feasts. The choir 
performs October-June, with a couple 
of informal “open choir” sessions in 
the summer.  The choir sings at most 
10:30 services and other special 
occasions.  The choir also sings at 
Requiems, unless the family opts not 
to have music.  
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ECCLESIASTICAL ART
A Community Focus
Redeemer has had a focus on arts for 
many years, and parishioners have 
created altarpieces which are put up 
according to the seasons.  

Our experience sharing our space with 
a Greek Orthodox Mission allowed us 
to learn about traditional Icon creation, 
and parishioners have painted several 
which are much loved. 

Clockwise from above: changing seasons- replacing the Panto Krator Icon 
with an abstract frontal for Advent; the Theotokos; Christmas altar 
decorations; painting a frontal in the undercroft.
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Outreach

Kenmore Shelter
One of the longest standing outreach 
activities is Redeemer’s support for the 
Kenmore Family Shelter. Hopelink (a 
local resource for those in need) 
sponsors an emergency family shelter 
located about two blocks from 
Redeemer. The Kenmore Family 
Shelter is a nine unit complex (11 units 
by the end of 2014) that provides 
temporary housing for families seeking 
permanent housing.  A Site Manager 
works closely with Redeemer when the 
families are in need. 

Redeemer has provided social and 
practical support for the shelter for 

over 30 years. There is a rhythm of 
activities for the shelter--in the 
summer, a small vegetable garden 
provides fresh produce, and other 
fresh produce is donated by Redeemer 
members who like to garden.  In the 
fall, we provide backpacks and school 
supplies to shelter children starting the 
school year. Thanksgiving brings a 
food basket to each family, as does 
Christmas. In January, we collect 
housewares like bedding and towels, 
and in the spring we provide Easter 
baskets. We respond to special needs 
as they arise.

In addition to the practical support, 
there has been a long tradition of 
inviting shelter residents to our 
community.  One of the highlights of 
the Advent season at Redeemer is the 
shelter shopping day, where parents 
are given gift cards and transportation 
to a local store to shop for their 
families, while other volunteers 
entertain the children with games and 
crafts while their parents are busy.  
When the parents return from their 
Santa errands, everybody shares lunch 
before the families go home.   
Community dinners with our 
congregation also provide a sense of 
support and nourishment. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  Will 
you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

Going out into the world to 
offer help to those less 
fortunate is a core mission of 
the Church, enshrined in the 
Baptismal Covenant. 
Redeemer lives out this 
mission in a variety of ways.  
The congregation is deeply 
involved in outreach.

Delivering Thanksgiving food 
baskets to the families at the 
Kenmore Shelter
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OUTREACH– HOMELESS FOOT WASHING

Homeless Foot Washing Event
A number of years ago, a Redeemer 
parishioner had the idea to wash the 
feet of the homeless as a part of a 
service event, King County United 
Way’s Day of Caring Resource 
Exchange. This event connects people 
experiencing homelessness with many 
resources, all in one place, on one day.  
Homeless people spend a lot of time 
on their feet, and providing care and 
connection- and clean socks- was 
another way of carrying out the 
mission of the Church. This activity 
has grown and blossomed over the 
years. 

Most recently, on Sept. 17, 2013, at 
Seattle Center, more than 600 
volunteers and 100 service providers 

enabled more than 1,400 people 
facing homelessness to receive the 
services they needed most. In the 
months leading up to this powerful 
event, people collected essential 
toiletries and clothing items for 
distribution to guests. The Church 
of the Redeemer sponsored and 
staffed a foot care station, where 
guests could sit comfortably and 
have their feet cleaned, trimmed 
and clothed in a clean, new pair of 
socks. While we don’t explicitly 
identify ourselves as being from a 
church group, it always delights our 
volunteers how many of the guests 
“get” that we are washing their feet, 
just like Jesus washed the apostles’ 
feet.  We all realize that we are one 
and feel that we have received 

much more than we have given. It is 
truly a moving experience.
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OUTREACH- THE EARLEY FUND

Earley Outreach Fund 
Since 2009, a wide variety of outreach 
projects, both local and international, 
have been supported by the Earley 
Outreach Fund fund. Some of them 
have had a great impact on our 
congregation. 

This fund arose from the sale of the 
former Butterfly Thrift Store, a 
community outreach that had helped 
many over 30 years.  The Butterfly was  
staffed by volunteers from and owned 
by Redeemer.  

An aging volunteer staff and an 
unsolicited offer to purchase the 
property in late 2007 led to the 
decision to close the Butterfly and sell 
the property. The $300,000 purchase 
price was not treated as a windfall for 
the church. Instead, We decided as a 
community to place the entire sum 
into a fund that would continue to 
serve those in need. While efforts 

would be made to replenish the fund, 
the parish would not hold back 
granting the money.  The name 
recognizes Gretchen and John Earley, 
leading lights of the Butterfly for its 
entire existence.

We developed a process for grant 
application and funding that embodied 
our Christian values. It is a process 
that is short on forms and 
bureaucracy. Instead, the process is 
long on human interaction. 

Parish members  meet with a 
prospective applicant to help them 
develop a proposal and assess 
ways in which the church  can help 
through money grants and 
volunteer efforts. When fully 
formed, the proposal is presented 
to the whole Church and offered 
up as part of a liturgy. The Vestry 
decides on the proposal in a 
discernment process.

These outreach efforts at Redeemer 
embody our shared values as a parish:

Live out our baptismal covenant
Actively engage the time and talents of 
Redeemer members, and inspire 
others
Meet the needs of our local 
community, while remaining open to 
global needs
Bold gifts freely given and wisely used
Strive to replenish the Outreach Fund 
over time 

Left,, Working with Page Ahead, a 
children’s literacy program.
Above, a group of homeless and 
abused girls in Bolivia, reached 
through the Mosoj Yan program.
Below, Capitol Hill Community Lunch 
volunteers. Redeemer supports an on-
site social worker here.

http://redeemer-kenmore.org/outreach/
http://redeemer-kenmore.org/outreach/
http://redeemer-kenmore.org/outreach/
http://redeemer-kenmore.org/outreach/
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OUTREACH- THE EARLEY FUND
Iglesia De La Resurrección
Mt. Vernon, WA is an agricultural 
community in the Skagit valley; 
famous for its tulips and berries.  It 
contains a large, year round 
population of immigrant farm workers 
from Mexico. The Diocese has a 
mission in Mt. Vernon--the Iglesia 
Episcopal de la Resurrección. Two 
young women from this congregation 
visited Redeemer and told their stories 

of being brought to this country as 
very young children, and described 
their current lives. 

The families work long hours, 
especially in the summer when school 
is out.  Children work hard too--older 
kids are charged with the care of their 
younger brothers and sisters, while 
teenagers can either be helping with 
childcare and homemaking, or working 
alongside their parents on the farms. 
Unfortunately, this means that many of 
these kids fall behind in school over 
the summer. 

The local community knew that 
children taking care of children needed 
their support, and the deacons got on 
the case.  A group applied to 
Redeemer for help- they wanted to do 
two weeks of summer school for 
anybody who signed up!

In late 2011, when we were asked to 
help, the logistics seemed daunting– it 
was an hour each way, and we didn’t 
speak Spanish, and what if, what if? 
Fortunately our congregation has 
many current and retired teachers who 
bravely volunteered to take on an 
unknown number of kids, from 3 to 12 
years of age. 

Things started happening– churches 
nearer to Mt. Vernon started offering 
volunteers. Some of the churches had 
vans.  Some of the volunteers knew 
other groups who had vans.  And in 
Mt. Vernon there were many extremely 
capable teens and young adults who 
spoke both languages and who 
jumped at the opportunity to help out. 
By August 2012 this group of 
volunteers pulled off a two week 
summer program in Mt. Vernon.  Not 
only were we able to feed, entertain, 
educate and play with about 100 kids, 
we took a couple of field trips.  The 

highlight of the session was a trip to 
the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle. 
This had Redeemer parishioners 
chaperoning small groups of energetic 
youngsters for the day.  

In August 2013, the camp was 
expanded to a four week program, 
with additional support provided by 
the school district on Mt. Vernon. 
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Community

Holy Apostles
The Greek Orthodox Mission with 
which we shared our space for eight 
years eventually received the name of 
Holy Apostles and moved into their 
own building. But the experience left a 
lasting impact at Redeemer.  Our 
interactions on Sunday mornings, over 
outreach activities, and our 
understanding of another faith 
tradition caused us to step out of our 
“comfort zone” and learn and see, first 
hand, the growth and love of another 
form of faith.  Strong relationships 
were built.  Memories were formed 
and both churches grew out of the 
shared experience.

The Holy Apostles connection also led 
to some changes that were noted as 
significant, with a more devoted 
observation of Holy Week, and the 
addition of an offertory procession to 
the Rite II service at 10:30 each week.

The Earley Outreach Fund
The Earley Outreach Fund activities 
have been discussed above, however 
the way the church approached this 
unexpected financial windfall was of 
great significance in itself.  A situation 
that could have easily dissolved into 
conflicting ideas and agendas was 
faced head-on with honesty and truth. 

It’s not every day a vital aspect of the 
church needs to transition from one 
form to another, and it is not easy to 
avoid conflict when it does. Through 
our Priest’s vision (along with that of 
the Vestry and the Diocese), we 
embarked on a year long discernment 
process that included reading and 
discussing books, two parish dinners, 
and a full parish workshop. We 
developed a process for distributing 
the funds that embodied our spiritual 
values.  

We transitioned the Butterfly Thrift 

Store from a small charitable operation 
carried out by a handful of dedicated 
parishioners into a local and global 
charitable operation directly involving 
the majority of the parish.

The experiences we have had in and 
through this Outreach program have 
been deep and lasting and have 
strengthened our faith.  

At a recent parish dinner, active 
parishioners were asked to name 
the most significant pivot points in 
the life of the parish.  
Overwhelmingly the two most 
frequently named were our eight 
year relationship with a Greek 
Orthodox Mission, in which we 
freely shared our space and lives, 
and the establishment of the Early 
Outreach Fund. 
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Work Parties
Work parties are an important part of 
parish life, and are a significant source 
of financial savings where members of 
the community come together to share 
their talents in the upkeep or 
enhancement of the buildings and 
grounds.  The biggest work party of 
the year is the day before Palm 
Sunday, when a big crowd turns out to 
“spring clean” and make the church, 
undercroft and grounds ready for Holy 
Week. Smaller work parties occur 
throughout the year, some with a very 
specific objective.

BUILDING AND MAINTAINING OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
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The Rector we seek: our hopes and dreams
Our community takes the incarnation, life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ seriously.  These 
are not myths to us, nor are they things to be 
explained or rationalized.  They are the core of our 
life together as a Christian community.  “The real 
presence” is not a figure of speech; it is our lived 
experience every Sunday.  

We find great joy in extending that Good News to 
everybody--particularly those who have been hurt 
or marginalized by “the church.”  We hope to have 
a rector who will be creative and tireless in urging 
us to spread the good news, and who will have an 
active personal ministry that informs and highlights 
our services and education. We want someone 
who will lead by example, honoring the dignity of 
all who come to our church– whether as a regular 
participant, as a visitor, or as somebody needing 
the love of Christ.

Our community came together for dinner as part of 
our search process, and these themes emerged as 
our wishes, hopes and dreams for our new rector: 

We seek a rector:

• Who has a strong spiritual practice

• Who places baptism, incarnation, 
Eucharist, and the resurrection at the 
center of their ministry 

• Who finds and shares messages from God in the rhythm of the church year

• Who values and can share our Anglican Tradition

• Who has a strong emphasis on pastoral care

• Who is a good teacher and preacher

• Who supports art and music as a way to share the Good News

• Who can lead and look for ways to include families with children

• Who is comfortable being the public face of Redeemer in the local community
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Assets

The Local Community
Redeemer is located in a mid-century 
suburban area, surrounded by a mix of 
single-family houses and apartment 
buildings.  The immediate 
neighborhood is in in transition– two 
lots adjacent the church property are 
being redeveloped from single family 
to multi-family housing. 

The church overlooks the northern tip 
of Lake Washington; Log Boom Park 
and the Burke-Gilman trail are a five 
minute walk away. Kenmore and Lake 
Forest Park feature hills, woodlands, 
streams and other natural features 
common in the Pacific Northwest. 

Demographically the area is 
somewhat above the local average for 
income and education. However local 
schools do have a significant minority 
qualifying for free or reduced price 
meals. 

Because of its location at the top of 

the lake, our neighborhoods provide 
easy access to major employers in 
Everett, Seattle and the growing cities 
on the Eastside (Kirkland, Redmond 
and Bellevue).   Schools are highly 
regarded, and the local economy is 

strong, with unemployment well below 
the state and national averages. 
However, housing is increasingly 
unaffordable for low-income and 
middle income workers and their 
families. 
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CHURCH BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Our Space
The main building is a contemporary 
design that draws from both Asian and 
Northwest Native structures, with 
natural log supports and a soaring 
interior space.  The clerestory and 
floor-to-ceiling windows are clear 
glass and let in a decent amount of 
light, and the acoustics in the building 
are wonderful for music. 

While the Church has been well 
maintained over the years our priorities 
have focused more on paying off the 
mortgage and on outreach rather than 
upgrading our space. Safety and basic 
maintenance like a sound roof or 
protection from the elements are 
prioritized, but our Jetsons era flooring 

and “temporary” home-built altar have 
been on the “to do” list for a 
generation.  Our community puts 
people first;  buildings and “stuff” are 
second. 

The property includes a one story 
concrete block auxiliary building which 
sits behind the church and includes 
the parish office, a classroom and 
childcare facilities for Sunday 
worshipers.  Both structures are in 
sound physical condition.  

The buildings sit on park like grounds 
with deciduous and fir trees overhead 
and an understory of azaleas, 
rhododendrons and other shade-
lovers.  The landscape is designed to 
get by with little maintenance. The 

grounds are maintained by volunteers 
from the parish. 

Memorial Garden/Sacred Garden
The Sacred Garden is a retreat where those who have lost loved ones can pray or 
meditate in a beautiful and peaceful natural environment. There are over sixty 
departed members of the parish whose remains are buried in the Garden, and their 
families and friends are invited to visit. A dedicated group of volunteers maintains 
the Sacred Garden with financial support from the parish.
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Finances
Budget and Income
Redeemer is on a stable if frugal 
financial footing.The yearly budget is 
bare-bones with no “fluff.”  The 
budget, at the annual meeting, is 
provided to all parish members so they 
can see where every dollar that comes 
in the door is spent.

 We received a significant financial 
windfall a few years ago (Early 
Outreach Fund  see Outreach above), 
and elected to give the money away 
rather than spend it on church 
improvements-which speaks directly 
to the deeper aspects of who we are.

Stewardship
Over the years Redeemer has tried 
different methods to encourage tithing, 
including talks on proportional giving.  
We do not “hard sell” financial 
conversations about the needs of the 
church.  Discussions about 
stewardship and shortfalls take place 
in an adult and forthright manner.

We tend to rise to the occasion 
whenever an emergency or budget 
shortfall arises. Recently, we needed 
to raise money for an $18,000 
shortfall.  At a community dinner, the 
vestry explained the need and asked 
us to create eighteen groups that 
would donate $1000 each to reach our 
goal. Within one month we pooled our 
resources and came up with the funds. 

Redeemer is  blessed with a wide 
range of time and talent contributions 
from many of our members. Over two 
thirds of our members volunteer in 

some way at the parish.  Sunday 
school teachers, hospitality outreach 
volunteers, artists, computer 
specialists, master gardeners, 
professional groundskeepers, 
treasurer and volunteer choir members 
all  keep Redeemer functioning.

Financial Management
Parish finances are managed by the 
Rector, Vestry, a part time financial 
secretary and a volunteer Parish 
Treasurer. The Parish is audited every 
year in compliance with the Diocese 
requirements. 

Operating Budget
Our current annual operating budget is  
$275,000. The Vestry is committed to 
operating at a break-even level (our 
operating fund) every year, and has 
been successful in this goal. 

Additional Financial Resources 
Operating reserve: Used to cover 
short term fluctuations in operating 
revenue and operating expenses. The 
reserve has remained constant (at 
$30,000) since its inception in 2006.

Endowment: This fund is viewed as a 
long term fund for capital 
improvements. Other uses of the fund 
are as a “savings account” that the 
Vestry can borrow from while raising 
money for capital projects; this is 
currently being done to cover short 
term needs for the rebuilding of the 
Parish’s organ console. The 
endowment stands at approximately 
$250,000. The Vestry is committed to 
maintaining this fund and has 

approved bylaws that restrict the use 
of endowment funds.

Sunday Worship Participation:
Baptized: 682
All communicants in good standing: 352
Number of pledges: 57

Current Staffing 
1 full-time Priest
½ time office staff (being filled by 
volunteers until new rector comes)
½ time choir director
Part time bookkeeper

Financial Concerns
The building has been well maintained, 
but there have never been sufficient 
resources to make upgrades that 
changing times and demographics 
make necessary. There was an 
accessibility ramp installed from the 
parking lot to both of the buildings, but 
neither building meets current ADA 
requirements. The only access 
between the floors is provided by 
stairs, and there are no restroom or 
social facilities accessible from the 
Nave. The parking lot has not been 
paved, which creates additional 
barriers for those with limited mobility. 

Many parishioners are approaching 
retirement, with a likely reduction in 
their ability to support the parish 
financially. 
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The Episcopal Diocese of Olympia
The Diocese
The Episcopal Church in Western 
Washington traces its history to the 
establishment of the Missionary 
Jurisdiction of the Oregon and 
Washington Territories in 1853. 
Admitted by General Convention in 
1910, the Diocese of Olympia is made 
up of more than 31,000 Episcopalians 
in 106 faith communities in Western 
Washington. Our geographic area 
stretches south from Canada to 
Oregon and west from the foothills of 
the Cascade Mountains to the Pacific 
Ocean.

In the Diocese of Olympia, we are 
people of God who proclaim boldly by 
word and action the reconciling 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are 
inclusive; we are growing and learning; 
we are stewards; we are evangelists; 
we are on mission; and we are the 
church in the world. 

Our congregations cover a whole 
range of sizes and stages of 
development. Several affiliated 
institutions and numerous outreach 
and social justice ministries as well as 
a number of multicultural ministries are 
supported by the whole diocese.
Nearly 400 clergy reside in our 
diocese. Clergy days, a clergy 
conference, clergy association and 
affinity group gatherings offer support 
and encouragement.

This diocese values ecumenical work. 
Bishops and heads of judicatories 
meet frequently, and Called to 

Common Mission, with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, fosters 
Lutheran-Episcopal ministries.

Bishop Greg Rickel
The Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel was 
elected bishop on May 12, 2007 and 
became the eighth Bishop of Olympia 
in September 2007. He embraces 
radical hospitality that welcomes all, 
no matter where they find themselves 
on their journey of faith. He envisions a 
church that is a safe and authentic 
community in which to explore God's 
infinite goodness and grace as 
revealed in the life and continuing 
revelation of Jesus Christ.

Bishop Rickel has served the wider 
church as a stewardship consultant for 
the Stewardship Office of the 
Episcopal Church and for the 
Episcopal Network for Stewardship. 
He also served on the Resolution B004 
Mission Funding Task Force and as an 
Episcopal representative to the Earth 
Charter meeting in Geneva, 
Switzerland. He is a trainer for the 
Climate Project. He has received 
training from the National Organization 
for Victim Assistance and has worked 
on disaster debriefing for the Arkansas  
Attorney General Office. At the time of 
his election, Rickel was the rector of 
St. James’ Episcopal Church in Austin, 
Texas. Previously he served as the 
vicar of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 
Conway, Ark. He was ordained deacon 
in July 1996 and priest in January 
1997. Before ordination to the 

priesthood he was a hospital 
administrator in Arkansas and Texas. 

 As Bishop of Olympia he has 
articulated a vision with three main 
mission foci: congregational 
development, concentration on those 
35 years of age and under, and 
stewardship of all creation. Bishop 
Rickel was born June 27, 1963 in 
Omaha, Neb., and has been married to 
Marti, a psychiatric nurse practitioner, 
since 1984. They have one child, 
Austin. You may follow Bishop Rickel's 
blog at www.bishoprickel.com.

http://www.bishoprickel.com/
http://www.bishoprickel.com/


THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER- PARISH PROFILE

	
 Page 21

Appendices
Financial  Report:
 
Parochial report:

For a full history of the parish:
http://redeemer-kenmore.org/about-us/redeemer-history/

The Redeemer Web Page:
http://redeemer-kenmore.org/

The Early Outreach fund, and Outreach at Redeemer:
http://redeemer-kenmore.org/outreach/

About the Diocese Archdiocese of Olympia: http://www.ecww.org/

City of Kenmore website: http://www.cityofkenmore.com/
City of Lake Forest Park website: http://www.cityoflfp.com/
City of Bothell website:  http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us
City of Kirkland:  http://www.kirklandwa.gov
City of Mountlake Terrace website:  http://www.cityofmlt.com
City of Brier: http://www.ci.brier.wa.us
City of Shoreline:  http://www.cityofshoreline.com
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http://redeemer-kenmore.org/
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http://www.ecww.org/
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http://www.cityofkenmore.com/
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http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us
http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us
http://www.kirklandwa.gov
http://www.kirklandwa.gov
http://www.cityofmlt.com
http://www.cityofmlt.com
http://www.ci.brier.wa.us
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http://www.cityofshoreline.com
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